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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TRB Committee ADA50 

Programming, Planning, and Systems Evaluation 

2010 Annual Meeting 

 

Monday, January 11, 2010, 8:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 

Georgetown West Room, Hilton Hotel, Washington, DC 

 

1. The Committee Chair, Greg Selstead, opened and presided over the meeting.  He 

began by asking for the attendees to introduce themselves.  A listing of the attendees 

(members and friends of the committee) is attached.   

 

2. The Minutes of the Summer Meeting held in Seattle, WA were reviewed and 

approved as submitted. 

 

3. Committee Membership and Issues – Greg Selstead 

Greg discussed the committee membership review and mandatory rotation 

process which will be taking place this year.  This process is conducted by each 

committee every three years. This process consists of rotating approximately 1/3 

of the membership. 

 

4. Discussion of Committee Organizational Structure & Subcommittees – Greg Selstead 

Greg distributed the proposed organizational structure for the overall Committee.  

It includes four subcommittees – 1.) Research, 2.) Annual Meeting, 3.) Strategic 

Planning, and 4.) Communications.  The purpose of the subcommittees is to better 

facilitate the specific activities of the Committee.  There was a general discussion 

of the structure with numerous members indicating their willingness to 

participate. 

 

5. TRB Staff Report – Kim Fisher 

 Attendance had been a concern due to travel budget restrictions around the 

country.  However, the numbers at the time of this meeting looked comparable 

to the 2009 Annual Meeting and was around 10,000. 

 There were approximately 3,700 papers submitted for the 2010 meeting. 

 The use of the Poster Sessions for the presentation of papers was down this 

year due to construction at the Hilton. 

 Kim also mentioned that the committee rotation restrictions this year were 

intended to help create diversity, both geographically and by agency 

representation. 

 

6. Triennial Strategic Plan (TSP)– Tom Brigham 

Tom led a discussion of the TSP for the Committee.  Some of the issues covered in 

the discussion were: 

 There was a modest change in the Committee Scope, as indicated on the 

attachment.   
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 There are four Critical/Cross Cutting Issues that were identified in the review:  

Congestion, Infrastructure, Finance, and Equity.  Thera Black and Lance 

Neumann suggested considering the addition of Congestion Pricing and Asset 

Management to the list of issues. 

 It was suggested that under the section dealing with committee relationships, to 

include the Environmental Justice Committee. 

 It is recommended that the Committee begin preparing for the next Programming 

Conference and to try to do each succeeding conference on a 4 or 5 year interval. 

 

The discussion concluded with a request by Tom and Greg to e-mail any suggestions 

or additional ideas on the TSP to Greg. 

 

 

7. Paper Reviews – Dale Janik 

 Dale led the Committees paper review process again this year.  There were 12 papers 

reviewed, 5 of which were approved and selected for presentation.  Four of these 

were to be included in Session 288 and Mike Lowry was to moderate.  Dale thanked 

those who reviewed papers and acknowledged a good response by those people.  

There was a brief discussion of the desirability to have more papers submitted by 

practitioners.  It was agreed to do a call for papers in mid-March for this purpose. 

 

8.   Presentation – Chris Huffman 

 Chris Huffman, Huffman Corridor Consulting, gave a brief presentation of SHRP 2 

Project R-11: Strategic Approaches at the Corridor and Network Levels to 

Minimize Disruption from the Renewal Process.  Chris is working with Dane 

Ismart, The Louis Berger Group, Inc. and solicited input from the members of this 

committee.  The project involves the development of a software tool or package.  The 

general focus of the project is to study impacts generated by work zones for 

construction and maintenance activities. 

 

9. AASHTO Update – Janet Oakley 

Janet gave an overview of current activities from AASHTO’s perspective.  Topics 

included: 

 AASHTO appreciates the work of this committee and asks for the expertise of 

the membership. 

 AASHTO will assist with the calls for papers for the Committee if requested. 

 There is a move within AASHTO to add emphasis on performance measures 

in the next transportation bill, as well as to reform the earmarking process. 

 While we are still working under continuing resolutions, the states are 

struggling with the impacts of the $12 B rescission in SAFETEA-LU.  As is 

widely known, this has created a real hardship on States and MPO’s in their 

program delivery efforts.  For the first time, the states have more obligation 

authority than contract authority. 

 There is a possibility of a new stimulus package, Jobs for Main Street.  One of 

the primary differences from the first bill, is that 50% of all funds must be 

under contract within 90 days.  This is a very difficult timeframe to achieve, 
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but there are ongoing conference calls being held between the FHWA and 

state DOT CEO’s to begin work for dealing with STIP updates.  Janet gave an 

overview of the prospects for this bill in the Congress. 

 The long term outlook for the transportation bill will have to deal with the 

issue of the gas tax.  It is unlikely that any progress on this would come until 

after the next presidential election.  Obviously, adequate funding for the 

country’s transportation infrastructure is of critical importance. 

 It is still unknown what the Administration’s position on transportation 

funding will be until it is released. 

 There have been some exciting events in the area of intercity passenger rail.  

AASHTO is working with both the FRA and AMTRAK on this issue. 

 The aviation bill is also up for reauthorization and has some major challenges. 

 On all transportation funding issues, the political will to pay for these 

programs doesn’t seem to be strong. 

 

10. Communications – Ray Balentine 

Ray gave a brief update on the efforts to improve communications within the 

committees.  The foremost of these is the implantation of the new committee 

websites.  After discussion by several members, it was agreed to open up the 

ability to post materials to all committee members.  Greg Selstead and Mike 

Lowry have now done this. 

 

11. Liaison Reports 

 Thera Black, a member of this Committee, gave a short report on the 

consideration of forming a Committee focused on Mega Regions.  Interest in such 

a committee has increased over the last couple of years.  This will be a point of 

discussion going forward. 

 

12. Meeting Adjourned 
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TRB Committee ADA50 

Programming, Planning, and Systems Evaluation 

Attendance Roster 

January 11, 2010 

 

                Committee 

Name   Organization     Telephone   E-Mail  __Member_ 

 

Ray Balentine  Wilbur Smith Associates   601-853-3705  rbalentine@wilbursmith.com  Yes 

Mike Lowry  University of Idaho    208-596-0879  mlowry@uidaho.edu   Yes 

Dale Janik  Wilbur Smith Associates   803-851-2029  djanik@wilbursmith.com  Yes 

Tom Brigham  HDR Alaska, Inc.    907-644-2064  Tom.Brigham@hdrinc.com  Yes 

Paul Maxwell  Contra Cost Transportation Authority 925-256-6735  pmaxwell@ccta.net   Yes 

Alix Bockelman Metropolitan Transportation Commission 510-817-5850  abockelman@mtc.ca.gov  Yes 

Ed Mierzejewski University of South Florida   813-974-3120  mierzeje@cutr.usf.edu  Yes 

Gina-Claudia Sciara UC Berkeley     917-715-6912  sciara@berkelely.edu   Yes 

Ken Leonard  Cambridge Systematics   608-845-2616  kleonard@camsys.com  Yes 

Nidhi Kalra  RAND      412-532-6439  nkalra@rand.org   No 

Dane Ismart  Louis Berger Group    407-399-2325  dismart@louisberger.com  No 

Chris Huffman Huffman Consulting Group   888-804-4367  hcc@sunflower.com   No 

Mahmoud Mesbah Monash University    +61-3-9905-1848 mahmoud.mesbah@eng.monash.edu.au No 

Yi Lin Pei  Georgia Tech     352-246-3767  peiyilin@gatech.edu   Yes 

Michelle Dojutrek Purdue University    630-550-0538  mdojutre@purdue.edu  No 

Kim Trainor  Missouri DOT     573-248-2576  Kimberly.Trainor@modot.mo.gov No 

David Wasserman North Carolina DOT    919-715-1273  dswasserman@ncdot.gov  No 

Thera Black  Thurston Regional Planning Council  360-741-2545  blackvt@trpc.org   Yes 

Jim Wild  East-West Gateway COG   314-421-4220  jim.wild@ewgateway.org  Yes 

Jeff Carroll  Wilbur Smith Associates   803-251-2189  jcarroll@wilbursmith.com  No 

Jeff Pierce  Mississippi DOT    601-359-7685  jpierce@mdot.state.ms.us  Yes 

Mark Stout  Mark L. Stout Consulting   609-439-3382  mark@mlstoutconsulting.com Yes 

Crispin Diaz  University of Philippines   +63-2-9206854 cddiaz@up.edu.ph   No 
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TRB Committee ADA50 

Programming, Planning, and Systems Evaluation 

Attendance Roster 

January 11, 2010 

 

                Committee 

Name   Organization     Telephone   E-Mail  __Member_ 

 

Mark Ford  Mark Ford and Associates, LLC  503-551-1045  mark@markfordassociates.com No 

Qing Miao  Texas A&M/TTI    979-450-8779  miaoq04@neo.tamu.edu  No 

Kai Yin  Texas A&M/TTI    979-997-3806  K-YIN@ttimail.tamu.edu  No 

Tim Haile  RBF Consulting, CA    909-974-4922  thaile@rbf.com   No 

Lance Neumann Cambridge Systematics   617-354-0167  lneumann@camsys.com  Yes 

Ron McCready Consultant     703-532-0088  ron@mccready.com   No 

Charlie Howard Puget Sound Regional Council  206-464-7122  choward@psrc.org   No 

Pete Hathaway Retired from MPO & State Planning  916-966-2812  petcar@pacbell.net   No 

José Luis Cáceres Sacramento COG    916-340-6218  jcaceres@sacog.org    Yes 

Philip Kamhi  LA County Metropolitan Trans. Authority 213-922-2550  kamhip@metro.net   No 

Steve Kale  S.R. Kale Consulting    503-399-8202  steve@srkaleconsult.com  No 

Monica Starnes TRB, SHRP2     202-334-1894  mstarnes@nas.edu   No 

Greg Selstead  Washington State DOT   360-705-7857  selsteg@wsdot.wa.gov  Yes 

Janet Oakley  AASHTO     202-624-3698  joakley@aashto.org   No 

Joakim Osthus  Mead & Hunt, Inc.    707-324-9305  joakim.osthus@meadhunt.com No 
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